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1883, to B. F. Woods. The following extracts from the speci-
fications are of interest:

" My invention has for its object particularly to filter and
purify the sewage of cities and towns in a more rapid and effec-
tual manner than heretofore, and at the same time avoid the
frequent clogging or obstruction of the filtering material or
medium, which has hitherto proved such a serious obstacle to
the successful performance of this work.

"The filtering material used is preferably hay or straw for the
first chambers of the series, and charcoal and sand for the suc-
ceeding chambers; but any other suitable filtering material or
substance may be employed.7'

Colonel George E. Waring's patent, No. 535,516, issued March
12, 1895, is of special interest in this, connection, although it is
difficult to determine whether this device should be classified
as a strainer, an anaerobic filter or an aerobic filter, for it par-

Fig. 5.   Air-cleaned strainer of Col. Waring, 1895.

takes of the functions of all three.   It was evidently designed
as a strainer, to be cleaned intermittently by an aerobic process.